
They filled in the background as to 
what happened that night. Physical 
evidence - the stuff that the 
bumbling mobster tried to toss in 
the dumpster - pointed to DiSimone 
as the killer. Blood evidence will 

almost always convict. And the jury 
weighed the evidence and convicted 
DiSimone of 2nd-degree murder. 
It wasn’t first degree because the 
killing wasn’t premeditated. But 
when you’re drunk and stupid and 
you think daddy’s fellow killers can 
protect you, your brain tells you 
that you can do anything.

A
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By Henry J. Stern

  
NEW YORK, NY – February 
9, 2007 -- The fat is in the fire.   
   Governor Spitzer launched a 
frontal assault on the Democrat-
controlled Assembly yesterday by 
flying to Syracuse and denouncing 
Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli to 
the editors of the local newspaper, 
the Syracuse Post-Standard. 
   The Governor was quite harsh 
in his public statement after 
the Legislature’s selection of 
Assemblyman Tom DiNapoli as 
Comptroller.  It is too early to say 
whether his display of indignation 
will injure his ability to secure the 
passage of substantive legislation, 
or his poer to shape the budget in 
ways he feels best serve the public 
interest.  It is difficult to imagine, 
however, that his remarks in 
Albany and Syracuse will enhance 
his influence with the legislature, at 
least in the short term. 
Press Coverage:
   The public dispute is described at 
length in an article on A1 of today’s 
Times, just above the fold, by 
Michael Cooper and Danny Hakim.  
It jumps to B7, and comprehensively 
describes the situation.  If you 

War Declared! “Knockout Blow is Coming Very Soon”
Spitzer Flies to Syracuse; Is Unknown Assemblyman First Victim?

The Battle of Albany: Gov. Spitzer Trashes the State Legislature over Tom DiNapoli; 
are interested in politics, you 
should not miss this juicy story. 
    The Post is nourished by conflict, 
and has jumped in on the side of 
the Governor. The death of Anna 
Nicole Smith pushed the story 
back a few pages in today’s paper.  
On p7, however, under the head, 
SLUGGO SPITZER  Raging Bull: 
I’ll ‘knock out’ Shel, Kenneth 
Lovett wrote: “ Gov. Spitzer 
yesterday unleashed his full fury on 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
and his colleagues -- warning them 
a “knockout blow is coming very 
soon” and calling DiNapoli, the 
new state comptroller “thoroughly 
and totally unqualified.”  He did 
say DiNapoli was a nice guy. 
    In another story, which only 
appears in the Post, Lovett writes 
about a mid-level employee of 
the Comptroller accused of nude 
masturbation in a glass-enclosed 
ski lift at Stratton Mountain in 
Vermont.  On his first day in office, 
DiNapoli did not suspend the 46-
year-old techie because he has not 
yet been found guilty of a crime, 
his action was not job-related and 
was performed during off-hours.  
The alleged incident took place 
Dec. 15, during the Hevesi regime.  

    The Post’s full-column editorial, 
NELSON’S PLAYBOOK: FIGHT 
LIKE HELL, outlines a game 
plan for Spitzer to follow in order 
to crush Silver.  The Nelson they 
refer to is Nelson A. Rockefeller, 
governor from 1959 to 1973.  We 
do not recall that period as one of 
major conflict between the Governor 

and the Legislature, but then again 
they generally went along with 
what he wanted. Rockefeller was 
richer and smarter than they were, 
but did not advise them of that.. 
    The Daily News joins in: ELIOT 
RIPS POLS AND PALS ALIKE, 
Tags Assemblyman as Puppet of 

Silver, Slams Mike (Bloomberg) 
on Funds, Joe Mahoney writes the 
story from Albany.  A side story 
on p6 by Celeste Katz is headed:  
WHO KNOWS, DiNAPOLI MAY 
BE OK, SAY TWO OLD PROS.  
She interviews City Comptroller 
Bill Thompson and former City 
Comptroller Jay Goldin, who have 
kind and hopeful things to say about 
the new man on the job in Albany. 
    The Sun covers the wider picture 
in a p1 story by Jacob Gershman: 
GOVERNOR HITS ‘A WALL’  
WITH LEGISLATURE.  The lede: 
“Governor Spitzer’s battle with 
lawmakers is quickly spreading 
to issues beyond the dispute over 
picking a comptroller.”  The 
Sun’s editorial on p8, SPITZER’S 
RAGE, is well worth reading. 
Our Analysis:
   It is possible that the legislature 
may be intimidated by fear of 
voter retaliation, and that a Spitzer 
ticket may emerge in the 2008 
Democratic primaries to counter 
the pro-Silver incumbents. It is 
ironic that all these legislators 
favored Spitzer over Tom Suozzi 
in the 2006 Democratic primary 
because they believed Suozzi was 
more likely to rock the boat, since 

he had already defeated incumbent 
Assemblyman David Sidikman, in 
a Nassau County primary in 2004. 
The winner of that primary, Chuck 
Levine of Glen Cove, voted with 
Speaker Silver for his Great Neck 
neighbor, Tom DiNapoli.  And 
the newest Assemblymember, 
Brian Kavanagh, who won his 
primary against incumbent Sylvia 
Friedman who was accused of 
being too close to Silver, also voted 
with Silver for DiNapoli.  Why 
do incumbents see the world 
differently from insurgents? 
   But if the rookie had voted for Stark, 
he and his district would have been 
worse off.  He is a good fellow, and 
he wants to thrive in the Assembly. 
   Silver may be vulnerable in his 
own Lower Manhattan district, 
where the population has changed 
in recent years, more yuppies and 
Latinos and fewer Jews and Italians. 
Silver has worked hard for the 
district over the years, sometimes 
at the expense of other districts. 
Also, people intuitively dislike 
purges, especially if the purgee 
is someone whom they know.  
   Franklin D. Roosevelt 
found that out in 1938. 

By Rev. Anthony Iovine

   Friends of mine are going through 
hell right now. Their son’s murderer 
is being released from jail because 
a Federal court judge ruled that the 
failure of the Westchester County 
District Attorney’s office to turn 
over a few documents deemed 
exculpatory evidence meant that 
the guilty have to go free.
   The judge himself believes the guy 
who was convicted is the murderer. 
They got the right guy. But it didn’t 
matter to him - apparently getting 
the process right is more just than 
keeping the guilty in jail.
It makes me sick.
   On February 4, 1994, Louis 
Balancio was murdered outside 
of a sports bar in Yonkers, New 
York by a man who is the son of 
a mobster in the Luchese crime 
family. The murder was a case 
of mistaken identity. Anthony 
DiSimone killed Balancio because 
DiSimone thought Balancio was a 
member of an Albanian gang that 
DiSimone’s own street gang, the 
Tanglewood boys, had problems 
with. The only problem was that the 
Italian Balancio was not Albanian 
or in a gang. The murderer made a 
tragic error that has caused endless 
amounts of pain and suffering for 
Balancio’s family.
DiSimone then went on the run 
- spending time across the ocean 

Sometimes It’s Hard Not to Hate
in Italy. The FBI worked hard 
to pressure the Luchese thugs to 
give up DiSimone; eventually the 
pressure was too much and the 
murderer walked into a Yonkers, 
New York police precinct and gave 
himself up. Oh, that only 
took 6 years.
   And through that 
time, the FBI and the 
Westchester County 
D.A.’s office worked 
hard to build a case. 
A bumbling mobster 
screwed up by dumping 
bloody clothes in a NYC 
White Castle restaurant 
dumpster, only to be seen 
by an FBI agent. That 
ripped open a horrific 
scab on the Yonkers 
community where thugs 
and street gangs, backed 
up by mobsters and 
their money, threatened 
and murdered at will, 
all thinking that no one 
would ever touch them.
But no one told the FBI. 
They worked hard and applied 
pressure to the Lucheses and 
eventually the pressure was too 
much. DiSimone, after his 6-year 
vacation from justice, came back to 
the US and gave himself up.
   The murderer went on trial. A 
couple of his former compatriots 
turned and testified for the state. 

   I was there that day when the jury 
convicted DiSimone. I saw Louis’ 
family - his mother and father, 
Dorothy and Jeff; his brother, 
Jeffrey; his grandmother, Bina; and 
other family and friends - express 

a sense of gratitude in 
each tear that fell from 
their eyes that a group of 
everyday people would 
not cower and would 
stand up to a bunch of 
mobsters and give a 
family some justice.
   However, a federal 
court judge has taken 
away that justice. Judge 
Charles Brieant can claim 
he did the right thing in 
letting a killer go free. He 
can get his name in some 
law journal. But I think 
Brieant, appointed by 
President Jimmy Carter 
to the federal bench, let 
a killer walk. It makes 
me sick.
   And as I typed this 

post, the question of 
hate cascaded through my mind. 
When the family and friends of the 
Balancio family look at the killer 
of Louis, can they not help but 
hate him? The thug took from them 
someone they loved and then ran 
for 6 years to prevent justice from 
being done.
   Can they forgive? Can they ever 

ease off of their hate?
   What is the Christian thing to do?
   I, too, have been struggling with 
these questions, and a lot more. 
Pastors and pious laity can speak 
all they want about forgiveness and 
not hating and doing the Christian 
thing. But what happens when you 
can’t let go? What happens when a 
family loses a loved one in such a 
horrific way (Balancio was stabbed 
13 times) and the killer never 
repents of his evil deed?
   And what of the judge who lets the 
killer out? Brieant has re-opened a 
wound for the Balancio family, one 
that may never be healed if their 
son’s killer is roaming free. Why 
not hate the judge who freed their 
son’s murderer?
I have known the Balancio family 
for over 16 years and know them 
to be very faithful Christians. 
They trust our Lord Jesus Christ 
without wavering. They give 
more of themselves to help others 
- including me - and never ask for 
anything in return. But the pain 
they have suffered and are feeling 
once again makes me shake my 
head. There is nothing I can say or 
do to ease this pain at this time.
   The only thing I can do is pray for 
them. I ask you to say a short prayer 
for the Balancio family.
   I pray for the courage to do the 
right thing. 

County Legislator Alvarado 
Opens Yonkers Office

Above, L to R: County Legislators Martin Rogowski and William Ryan 
join Legislator José Alvarado at newly opened office in the 17th district.

Below, friends and supporters join Legislator José Alvarado at the first-
of-its-kind local representative office serving southwest Yonkers.

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- Senator 
Vincent Leibell (40th District) 
announced the appointment of 
Westchester County Legislator 
George Oros to the New York State 
Procurement Council.  He will 
replace Mr. Joseph Girven who 
passed away in September of 2006.  
    The New York State Procurement 
Council develops recommendations 
to improve state procurement 
practices, as well as guidelines to 
govern state agency procurement.  
Its membership consists of the 
State Comptroller, the Director of 
the Budget, the Commissioners 
of Economic Development and 
General Services, seven heads 

Westchester County Legislator 
George Oros Appointed to 
NYS Procurement Council

of state agencies appointed by 
the Governor, and eight at large 
members and two non voting 
members appointed by legislative 
leaders.  
   “I thank Senator Leibell for the 
opportunity to participate on this 
Council, and I look forward to 
working with the members,” said 
George Oros.
    Senator Leibell remarked, “I was 
pleased to support the appointment 
of George Oros to this important 
State Council.  It is a job that 
requires great public service and 
integrity, as well as an in-depth 
knowledge of the operations and 
challenges of government.”

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- With the 
pistol permit process in Westchester 
County gaining increased attention 
in recent weeks, County Clerk 
Tim Idoni is facilitating safe and 
responsible firearm ownership 
and storage by making gun locks 
available to local police departments 
throughout Westchester County.  
While free gun locks have been 
available for some time at the 
Office of the Westchester County 
Clerk, which processes pistol 
permit applications, the number of 
locks on hand far outweighs the 
demand seen in the office.  Because 
the County Clerk wanted these gun 

County Clerk Idoni Distributes 
2,500 Gun Locks

Idoni Reminds Gun Owners of  
Availability of Free Gun Locks

locks in the hands of residents who 
could use them, he contacted local 
police departments last week to see 
if there was a willingness to make 
the gun locks available locally.  In 
less than one day, seventeen local 
police departments requested 2,500 
gun locks and the Westchester 
County Clerk’s Office has already 
begun to distribute the locks to 
the local police departments.  
Additional gun locks will be made 
available to any municipality which 
requests them. 
“As the father of four girls, I 
understand nothing is more 
important than the safety of our 
children,” stated Westchester 
County Clerk Timothy C. Idoni.  
“And talking to children about 
gun safety may not be enough.  
An accidental discharge of a gun 
could result in tragedy.  That is 
why guns must be stored properly.”  
Idoni went on to share that while 
most gun owners understand 
their responsibility to protect our 
children from unauthorized access 
to firearms, he was pleased to be 
able to make it more convenient and 
less expensive for them to safely 

Miss Latin America
Page 3
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Weir Only Human 
Ann Coulter, Warrior 

Like Klockwork
Mail Superiority in the Voting Process? Sheesh!

By Bob Weir

   The trouble with Republicans is 
that they don’t know how to fight 
dirty! 
   Although that’s not a direct quote 
from conservative firebrand, Ann 
Coulter, it was part of the message 
she gave to about 1000 people 
at the Dallas / Fort Worth  Hyatt 
Regency Hotel on Saturday night. 
The huge crowd of GOP loyalists, 
after enjoying a steak dinner with 
all the trimmings, sat attentively as 
the author, columnist and frequent 
guest on “The O’Reilly Factor” and 
“The Hannity and Colmes Show” 
dissected liberal Democrats like a 
skilled surgeon. The Jersey Girls, 
the Dixie Chicks, Hillary and 
Bill, the Scooter Libby trial and 
numerous other pet peeves were on 
the operating table as Coulter took 
them apart one by one. 
   With more elected officials than 
I’ve ever seen at one gathering, 
outside of a national convention, 
it was clear that Ms. Coulter is a 
popular figure in a political party 
that has held its collective tongue 
for too long. She talked about the 
radical liberals that dominate the 

Democratic Party by 
virtue of their no holds 
barred attacks on a sitting 
president during wartime. 
As Ms. Coulter alluded 
to, the Democrats make 
it next to impossible to 
win in Iraq, then they 
criticize the president for 
a failed policy. Let’s face 
it; if Ted Kennedy, John 
Kerry, Nancy Pelosi and 
others of their ilk were to 
wake up tomorrow and discover 
that Iraq had become a full-fledged 
democracy, resulting in a stabilized 
Middle East, they would probable 
have arsenic for breakfast. 
   Because of their obsessive hatred 
for George W. Bush and their plot 
to put another liberal Democrat in 
the White House, these people have 
a vested interest in the failure of 
that war and they will do everything 
in their power to cause a loss for 
the United States. They have put a 
target on the back of every soldier 
and are hoping the terrorists are 
proficient marksmen. Ms. Coulter is 
right in her assertions; it’s long past 
the time when patriotic Americans 
starting using the “T” word when 
referring to these power-hungry 

demagogues. What else can you call 
people who root for the enemy by 
endangering the lives of the troops? 
They don’t merely hide behind the 
Constitution’s freedoms, they abuse 
it and distort it to fit their nihilistic 
philosophy. If you call them traitors 
they say you’re trying to stop them 
from exercising their right to free 
speech. Well, if they can exercise 
their free speech rights by calling 
the president a warmonger, a liar 
and a dictator, then I can exercise 
my rights by calling them traitors. 
   In her recent blockbuster 
book, “Godless, the Church of 
Liberalism,” Ann Coulter wrote 
about the “doctrine of infallibility” 
among those on the left. In other 
words, liberals will put up a 
spokesperson that they deem to be 

impervious to criticism 
because of his/her victim 
status. After all, who 
would dare disagree 
with a group of widows 
who suffered the loss 
of husbands in the 9/11 
attack on America? Ms. 
Coulter had the courage 
to criticize the so-called 
Jersey Girls when 
they began speaking 

out against the Bush 
administration’s war on terrorism. 
Liberal Democrats encouraged 
them to denounce the war in Iraq, 
figuring they’d be invulnerable to 
attack. In the same way, radicals 
within this government continue to 
undermine the country’s security as 
they provide aid and comfort to the 
enemy while feeling confident that 
no one would dare call it treason. 
   When Susan Sarandon, Sean Penn, 
Tim Robbins and Jane Fonda are the 
headliners at an anti-war, anti-Bush, 
anti-America rally, they receive 
the type of gushing praise and 
standing ovations once reserved for 
victorious generals and statesmen. 
After delighting the ragtag crowds 
with their caustic comments the 
Beverly Hills insurgents head for 

their chauffeured limousines with 
bodyguards close by. Having once 
again bitten the hand that feeds 
them so lavishly, these ungrateful 
publicity seekers race back to their 
mansions to watch themselves on 
television as they make a few more 
white lines disappear into their 
olfactory organs. These are the 
same malcontents who stand outside 
prisons carping about the death 
penalty as they struggle to save 
the lives of savage murderers. Yes, 
Ms. Coulter is correct; we must not 
allow the radical fringe to dominate 
the dialogue. Just as we are engaged 
in an unconventional war against 
terrorists; we must engage in an 
unconventional war against those 
who commit treason and try to label 
it freedom of speech. 

Bob Weir’s seven published novels, 
“Murder in black and white,” 
“City to die for,” “Powers that 
be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly 
to love,” “Short stories of life 

and death,” and “Out of sight,” 
are available at Barnes & Noble, 

Amazon.com, Books-a-million, and 
other major online book sellers.

The Progressive Liberal 
Crusader

By Jason Gooljar
   
I often wonder, what does the media 
industry think of the American 
viewing public? What do they think 
we look for in our news coverage? 
Could this be judged if we were to 
look at what passes for journalism 
and entertainment today? Once 
you were to do this, you will 
come to realize that the saying 
from ancient Roman civilization 
panem et circenses meaning 
“bread and circuses” can be 
applied to the twenty-first century.  
    Roman emperors were known to 
give free bread and hold circuses to 
pacify the public. If you have ever 
seen the film Gladiator you would 
get an idea. A Roman satirist coined 
the term because he was saddened 
by the lack of heroism in his people. 
I suppose that since citizens were 
getting free bread and were being 
entertained that they never thought 
about rule under an emperor. They 
hardly gave thought to all the acts 
of imperialism being done in their 
name as citizens of Pax Romana.  
   Now flashback to the twenty-
first century and what do we have? 
Gone are the days of the Fairness 
Doctrine when a news program 
would have to balance their views. 
If you got the conservative point 
of view on a certain subject you 
would then have to get someone 
representing liberalism to come 

The American Idle Media
on and debate. This allowed the 
viewers to decide. What you now 
have is media consolidation. You 
have major corporations like Clear 
Channel and Newscorp buying up 
local and national radio, television, 
and print outlets. The independence 
of the media is in question. When 
one corporation owns all these 
media outlets can you not see some 
sort of uniform and commercial 
coverage being applied? This 
consolidation is also dangerous. Not 
too long ago there was an incident 
in Minot, North Dakota which is 
a direct example of this danger. In 
this town there was a hazardous gas 
leak which spewed thousands of 
gallons of toxic chemicals into the 
air. When emergency services tried 
to use local stations to disseminate 
information, they realized that they 
could not get in because the stations 
were owned by Clear Channel 
and they were all set to broadcast 
syndicated and non-local content.  
    Media consolidation does 
not allow for more choices and 
voices on the air. Right now 
three corporations own all of the 
cable news networks. One of the 
worst things to happen was the 
signing away of a possession of 
the commons, the airwaves, to 
corporations lock, stock, and barrel 
by our government. The public is 
supposed to own the airwaves and 
the FCC is supposed to grant licenses 

to broadcasters in our interest; this 
has not happened. Sadly, other 
government departments and 
regulatory agencies, such as the SEC 
, FDA, MSHA, etc., like the FCC, 
have likewise been corporatized. 
You have the captains of their 

respective industries now taking up 
positions within the agencies and 
departments that used to regulate 
them. This would be like getting 
Bill Gates to run the Federal Trade 
Commission. The consolidation 
of the media began under Reagan 
and really ramped up with the 
1996 Telecommunications Act. 
There was actually a limit of forty 
on how many radio stations you 
could own and this was eliminated 
by that act. Radio stations owned 
by one corporation can even 
decide what music you listen to; 

as with what happened to the Dixie 
Chicks when Clear Channel made 
several of its stations stop playing 
their music because they made 
comments critical of the president.  
    What this trickles down to 
eventually is what you view on 
your television, what you hear on 
the radio, and what you read in 
the newspaper. I don’t know about 
you but I don’t really watch much 
television. When I do watch, I’ll 
turn on PBS, C-Span, Discovery, 
The Learning Channel, or the 
History Channel (I do also watch 
the Sci-Fi channel). Even PBS is 
under attack by the corporatocracy 
of conservatives in government. 
I get most of my news and 
information off of the Internet so 
I don’t do the print media except 
for books and a few magazines, 
and I listen to WBAI Radio, Air 
America Radio, and NovaM Radio.  
    Last week, we learned of the 
passing of Anna Nicole- Smith. 
Every cable news network dropped 
their coverage to cover this story 
non-stop. They forgot about 
Iraq and other important issues 
which they don’t cover that well 
anyway, but they spent hours upon 
hours covering the Nicole-Smith 
tragedy. Don’t get me wrong. 
I’m sorry to hear of her passing 
like I would be of anyone, but it 
did not warrant this media circus 
that ensued. This happens a lot 

actually and that’s what’s wrong 
with the media in a nutshell.  
    It would appear that we are 
not supposed to care about what 
is happening in our world. We 
are being reduced to work, pay 
taxes, shop, consume, and be 
entertained. We aren’t supposed to 
think critically anymore. Nope, just 
turn to that show where they kick 
people off  the island, or where this 
person with an English accent yells 
at wannabe pop stars all the time. 
But the truth is that’s not what all 
the people want. We want variety 
and diversity. We are tired of the 
“Foxification” of our news. I’m 
not saying that bringing back the 
Fairness Doctrine is the answer, 
but just allowing more companies 
the chance to compete in what is 
supposed to be a “free market” is 
a good step.  We can have liberal 
and conservative media outlets. We 
can have news outlets that cover the 
issues that people care about and 
news that focuses on the tabloids. 
For now the best thing we can do 
is to support independent media 
wherever you may find it.

Visit Jason Gooljar, at 
http://www.jasongooljar.com the 
progressive liberal on a crusade! 

online.

By Joe Klock, Sr.

   Proponents of the idea tout voting 
by mail as a panacea for some of 
the most prevalent defects in our 
electoral process.
    Cited, for example, are the hordes 
of citizens - sometimes a majority 
- who absent themselves from the 
polling places, pleading physical 
handicaps, bad weather, scheduling 
conflicts, job commitments 
and the illegitimate daddy of 
all reasons, plain old apathy. 
   Mail chauvinists argue that 
allowing people to vote thataway 
would eliminate the inconveniences, 
incompleteness and inaccuracy of 
the present system - or, as they would 
characterize it, the lack of one that 
works with efficiency and fairness. 
   In the last election, they note 
the unexplained foul-up that 
temporarily halted Montana’s vote 
count and the 18,300 “undervotes” 
in Florida’s 13th Congressional 
District - not to mention the long 
lines, malfunctioning machines, 
incompetent election workers and/
or an absence of paper trails in many 
locales, which resulted in imperfect 
tallies of the public’s will.   
   They point with enthusiasm to 
the fact that when Oregon adopted 
mail-in voting as the sole option 
in 1998, the number of counted 
votes increased dramatically, a 
verifiable paper trail was created 
and the monetary saving to the 
state was a soothing 40% of the 
cost of the previous method. 
   Further illustrating the popularity 
of postal polling, fully 70% of last 
November’s votes in Washington 
State were cast by mail. 
   Furthermore, they point out 
that this more leisurely pace of 
voting would eliminate such 
personal burdens as having to hire 
babysitters and/or taking time 
off from work, and/or finding 
transportation to the polling place. 
   Also gone would be the pressure and 
haste of analyzing ballot initiatives, 

some of which would cross the 
eyes of  tenured Poli-Sci professors 
and Walter Cronkite clones. 
   In the best of all possible 
worlds, allowing (or maybe even 
mandating) mail-in voting would 
go a long way toward ensuring that 
the real preferences of the citizenry 
would be expressed loud and clear. 
   Nowadays, issues of critical 
importance are being decided by a 
minority of conscientious citizens, 
plus a ragtag-bobtail coalition 
comprising partisans, political 
hacks and blind followers of this-
or-that ideology or ideologue. 
   The last time I checked, however, 
this was not the best of such worlds 
and the possibility of it becoming 
so was faint to the point of fantasy. 
   To my mind, allowing huge 
numbers of people to vote by 
mail would, indeed, increase the 
number of legitimate votes for 
legitimate causes and candidates 
- for all of the reasons advanced 
by proponents of the scheme. 
   It would, though, also open 
the henhouse of governance 
to the foxes of wrongdoing. 
   Under present procedures, 
electioneering is banned within a 
clearly defined perimeter around 
polling places, and allowing 
partisans to “assist” voters in the 
actual process is strictly prohibited, 
under threat of severe penalties. 
   No such discouragements would 
be enforceable if blizzards of blank 
ballots were to be placed in the hands 
of tens of millions of eligible voters 
to use or abuse as each might choose. 
   Unless you still believe in the 
tooth fairy and advertising claims, 
you are sure to agree that these 
free-floating ballots would be fair 
game for influence peddlers, ward 
heelers, forgerers, zealots, greedy 
candidates, well-heeled lobbyists 
and predators upon the aged, lame, 
halt, blind, impoverished and stupid, 
as well as those in dire need of a 
dime bag or cheap bottle of hooch. 
   Yeah, yeah, there are laws against 

mail fraud and voting fraud, but 
enforcing them against the sleazy 
skullduggery that would break 
out would be only slightly less 
difficult than eliminating impure 
thoughts among adolescent males. 
   So, what’s to do to combat the 
laziness, indifference and/or 
irresponsibility that keeps so 
many Americans away from the 
exercise of their most precious 
right and solemn obligation? 
(Thought you’d never ask!) 
   For one thing, how about 
voting weekends instead of a 
single working weekday? That 
would convert a whole bunch 
of AmeriCAN’T voters into 
trueAmeriCANS and blow away 
the alibis of some of the former. 
   Those legitimately unable 
(for good cause) to show up on 
Election Weekend could still 
qualify, as now, for absentee 
ballots, and these would be few 
enough to avoid wholesale fraud. 
   Those who did vote could be 
given a sticker to wear for a week or 
so to advertise that they gave more 
than a hoot about their country and 
its future.
   Might not be that elusive panacea, 
but it sure would beat pandering to 
lazinesss and the shadowy figures 
who could so easily - and would so 
certainly - hijack mail-in elections.
 
Freelance wordworker Joe Klock, 
Sr. (joeklock@aol.com) is a 
winter Floridian who summers 
in New Hampshire. More of his 
“Klockwork,” is at www.joeklock.
com.

store their guns.  “If gun owners do 
not have gun locks, we invite them 
to come to our office to pick one 
up free of charge.  And gun owners 
can also contact their local police 
department where we hope a free 
gun lock will be made available 
closer to home,” stated Idoni. 
   And County Clerk Idoni cautioned 
that simply locking guns is not 
enough.  He noted that guns should 
be kept unloaded and locked in 
a place out of reach of children.  
In addition to locking the gun, 
ammunition should be kept in a 
separate locked location also out of 
reach of children.  Finally he urged 
parents, whether or not they are 
gun owners, to teach children that 
if they see a gun, they should not 
touch it and should alert an adult 
immediately.  “I urge all parents to 
speak to your children about gun 
safety,” stated Idoni “because even 
if you do not own a gun, someone 
you know may own one.”   
   The locks being distributed are 
Master Lock trigger gun locks 
(Product #90DSPT) which fit most 

handguns, rifles and shotguns.  The 
locks were obtained by the Office 
of the Westchester County Clerk 
between 2000 and 2004 with funds 
from New York State and the County 
of Westchester.    Westchester 
County Law requires that guns must 
either be locked so that they cannot 
be fired or be placed in locked 
storage.  For a free gun lock, please 
visit the Office of the Westchester 
County Clerk, 110 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., White Plains, NY 
10601, which is open weekdays, 
excluding holidays, between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 5:45 p.m. or 
visit your local police department.  
Gun locks are being distributed to 
police departments in the following 
communities: Ardsley, Briarcliff 
Manor, Buchanan, Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck (Town), Mamaroneck 
(Village), Mount Kisco, Mount 
Vernon, New Rochelle, Ossining 
(Town), Ossining (Village), 
Peekskill, Pound Ridge, Rye, Rye 
Brook, Scarsdale, Tarrytown, 

Yonkers and Yorktown.    

County Clerk Idoni Distributes 
2,500 Gun Locks

From Page 1
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LOFTS for RENT

“Yonker’s SOHO”
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Bright Light, Huge Windows

Up to 16’ Ceiling Heights

24/7 Acccess

HeightsRE.com (212) 317 - 1423 ext 625

Space Available

Starting at only $400/mon
(all utilities included)

Manufacturing & Warehouse space also available

578 Nepperhan Ave, Yonkers
(Just off Saw Mill Parkway)

NEWLY AVAILABLE: 6,000 SF for Gallery, Dance Studio or Gym

We are seeking Freelance writers to  
cover local news  

and sporting events.

Call 1-914 / 378.1433, ext 235
or fax your resume to 

1-914 / 378.0008
for consideration.

Writers, Cover Your 
World With Us!
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   Yet the mainstream media pressure 
against Silver is likely to be intense; 
those who condemned Hevesi will 
not hesitate to scourge another 
presumed violator of the public 
trust.   Silver’s dual employment 
with a negligence law firm and 
his repeal of the commuter tax in 
1999 may cause him problems 
with voters, or they may not.  His 
opponent should take care to 
collect sufficient signatures for his 
nominating petitions because they 
are likely to be scrutinized closely.   
    Political observers on all sides feel 
that the governor was intemperate 

War Declared! “Knockout Blow is Coming Very Soon”
to get this incensed this early in 
the game.  Anger suggests a lack 
of balance which ultimately does 
not enhance one’s ability to change 
people’s minds. Rule 28-P:Politics 
is the business of people.  Unless 
you treat them decently, they are 
not likely to do what you want, 
unless you are Stalin or Saddam 
and can terminate them at will.  In 
New York State, on the other hand, 
no one need fear the death penalty. 
    We know many New Yorkers are 
discontented with the Legislature, 
described picturesquely as the most 
dysfunctional legislature in the 
country.  They believed that with 
the election of Governor Spitzer, 

a new day was at hand for reform. 
Unless the Governor can pressure 
or persuade the Assembly majority 
into doing his bidding, his program 
and budget will  not be approved.  It 
is possible that threats are the most 
effective way to get elected officials 
to stand up to the lobbyists who have 
ruled in the past.  If his plan works, 
he will be considered a political 
genius. But political history does 
not support the notion that repeated 
use of the stick is the best way to 
secure results, especially when the 
opposition is supplying carrots.  
    The irony of the situation is 
that the people who have railed 
against Bruno and Silver because 

of their low ethical standards, their 
subservience to lobbyists, particular 
their former employees who lobby, 
their suppression of dissent, and 
all the other vices that brought the 
New York State  legislature into 
disrepute, and who rejoiced in the 
election of a reform governor, are 
now puzzled and some are distressed 
at the manner in which the new 
leader has embarked on his crusade.   
    The argument is offered that the 
establishment and the lobbyists are 
so powerful that only by the most 
vociferous protests, constantly 
repeated, will their hold be broken 
and still be considered acquiesce. 
In this view, the governor is 

following a well defined strategy 
to shake up the system.  Perhaps 
it will work, but what is plan B?   
   Governor Al Smith, a reformer 
out of Tammany, was called “The 
Happy Warrior”.   Theodore 
Roosevelt used the “bully pulpit.” 
He meant ‘bully’ as desirable, not 
as intimidating.  TR said to “speak 
softly, and carry a big stick.”  So far, 
the two words to describe Governor 
Spitzer have not been found.  Let 
us hope the Spitzer nickname is 
positive, and reflects wisdom and 
maturity, not less attractive qualities.  
    The historic vices of incumbents 
include arrogance, as well as 
financial, intellectual and moral 

dishonesty.  The historic vices of 
reformers are arrogance, as well 
as delusions of superiority and 
righteousness, and class prejudice.  
When elephants do battle, the only 
sure result is that the grass will be 
trampled.  And not much other 
business is likely to be transacted.

Mr. Stern is president of New 
York Civic (www.NYCivic.org) 
and a blogger on public issues. 
He was New York City’s Parks 
Commissioner for fifteen years 

under Mayors Koch and Giuliani.

CARMEL, NY -- Following the 
media storm surrounding his now 
infamous speech on the NYS 
Assembly floor earlier this week, 
Assemblyman Greg Ball (R - 
Carmel) was supported by Governor 
Eliot Spitzer.
   “I am proud to stand with 
the Governor for reform.  The 
taxpayers, the seniors, the young 
people fleeing our State, and the 
voters demanded reform last fall.  
The Governor and I intend to 
deliver it,” said Ball.
   During the special Joint-Session 
called for last Wednesday, the 
freshman Assemblyman stood up 
and chastised the entire Legislature 
for negating the Comptroller 
replacement process agreed upon 
by all four legislative leaders and 
the Governor.
   Earlier today, the Governor 
personally called Ball and expressed 
his desire to work with Ball in 
reforming State Government.  “I 
was surprised and honored that 
the Governor called me,” said 
Ball.  “However, I did not stand 
up Wednesday to garner media 
attention - I stood up because I 
believe our State is in desperate 
need of reform and I am proud 

to know that the people of New 
York, and our Governor, share my 
belief.”
   “New York is in trouble. We lead 
the nation in out-migration, the hard 
working men and women of our 
State are being taxed out, seniors 
can no longer make ends meet and 
our graduates cannot compete in this 
free-market economy. The reason 
why our state is in critical condition 
is not because our legislature has 
too little power, it is because our 
legislature has executed too much 
influence and that influence has been 
concentrated in the hands of too few 
powerbrokers. Wednesday’s vote 
was all about ego and this power 
grab by the legislature, orchestrated 
by Sheldon Silver, was an affront 
to all New Yorkers seeking a better 
life.”
   “For too long, personal ego and 
political pay-offs have controlled 
Albany.  The Governor was elected 
on his promise of reform, and so 
was I.  I will not back down when 
it comes to reforming Albany 
and I look forward to working 
with Governor Spitzer to make 
real improvements in our State,” 
concluded Ball.

Ball and Spitzer Standing 
Up for Reform

Assemblyman Receives Surprise Phone Call 
from the Governor

WHITE PLAINS, NY - Taking the 
lead nationwide when it comes to 
security measures, Westchester 
County Airport has upgraded its 
perimeter with a new $5 million 
“virtual” system that uses leading-
edge surveillance to identify and 
eliminate any potential threats.
    The new security system acts 
like a virtual fence, detecting and 
identifying unauthorized or unusual 
activity and providing security 
personnel and law enforcement 
officers the time to intervene 
before anything happens. In the 
works for more than two years, 
the system complements a host 
of other security measures by 
Airport personnel and tenants, 
county police, the Transportation 
Security Administration, 
and supporting technology.    
    “Westchester County is way 
ahead of the rest of the nation when 
it comes to implementing the latest 
in airport security,” said County 
Executive Andy Spano. “This 
‘smart’ software-based technology 
is top notch and light years ahead 
of traditional airport fencing and 
video surveillance.  Relatively new 
technology, it is cutting edge to 
apply it into an airport environment.  
The Port Authority is considering 
such a system at LaGuardia and 
JFK airports but we are the first to 
actually put it in place.” 
   As one of the three busiest 
corporate airports in the U.S., the 
Westchester County Airport already 

employs innovative security 
measures such as personnel badging 
systems to control access to more 
secured areas and the ‘booting’ 
of planes to prevent theft. Other 
measures include an eight-foot 
fence along the perimeter of the 
703 acres, state-of-the-art baggage 
screening operations, camera 
monitoring in the terminal and on 
other airport property, and a 24-
hour police presence coupled with 
random police K-9 and Special 
Unit patrolling, and joint Airport 
operations and police officer 
patrols. 
   “We take our security operations 
role very seriously and will 
continue to push for the most 
advanced options available,” said 
Thomas Belfiore, commissioner 
of Public Safety. “The safety and 
security of all our travelers is 
crucial, and upgrading perimeter 
security simply adds one more layer 

to a system that already exceeds 
national standards.” 
The airport’s new security 
system, based on VistaScape 
Security Systems’ Security Data 
Management System (SDMS) 
software, combines various types 
of surveillance cameras with real-
time security analysis software.  
Designed to work day and night, 
this system also has the capability 
to monitor activity during 
reduced visibility environments. 
    The need for a more advanced 
security system was sparked 
by federal guidelines put forth 
by the Transportation Security 
Administration that required 
the prevention of unauthorized 
perimeter access, detection, and an 
affiliated response.  In 2004, the 
county began developing plans for 
a new system that would monitor 
the entire perimeter.  Several 
options were considered such as 

TSA-recommended clear cutting 
of 20’ on either side of the existing 
fence, additional fencing and a 
buried cable detection system, but it 
was decided that a virtual perimeter 
was the most effective and least 
expensive option. 
   This virtual perimeter system 
differs from most other security 
systems in that it allows one 
security coordinator to view all 
of the monitoring devices and all 
security-related activity on a single 
screen. The system detects, tracks, 
and classifies objects, and plots 
their activity on that one monitor. 
When the security coordinator 
monitoring the general situation 
identifies any unusual activity, he 
is able to immediately notify the 
police. Like most security systems, 
the information is all recorded 
so it can be used in a criminal 
investigation if necessary.  So far, 
fortunately, only one coyote has 
breached the perimeter (and no 
arrest was made).  
No Westchester County tax dollars 
were used for this $5 million 
project by the departments of 
Transportation, Public Safety, 
Public Works and Information 
Technology. Rather the funding 
comes from the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), New York 
State Department of Transportation, 
and the Airport’s special revenue 
that is generated through normal 
airport operations.

Westchester Airport Gets New High-Tech Security System

THE BRONX, NY –  State Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester) 
will be joined by Miss Latin 
America 2006, Melissa Quesada, 
to deliver hundreds of Valentine’s 
Day cards and gift bags made by 
local schoolchildren from across 
the Bronx to New York veterans.  
Students from P.S. 14 in The Bronx 
will join Senator Klein and Miss 
Latin America in delivering the 
gifts. In addition, the 5th grade 
chorus from P.S. 14 and the SUNY 
Maritime Honor Guard will perform 
for 65 veterans in the Extended 
Care Unit.  

Miss Latin America Joins 
Senator Klein for Annual 
‘Valentines for Veterans’ 

Program
Senator Klein and Miss Latin America, 2006 
Melissa Quesada, deliver cards and gifts from 

students to New York Veterans

What:   Senator Klein and Miss 
Latin America deliver student-made 
‘Valentines for Veterans’ to War 
Veterans. Invited guests include: 
local American Legion Posts, 
AMVETS, Catholic War Veterans, 
Jewish War Veterans, local civic 
groups, and Bronx and Westchester 
elected officials.
Where:  John J. Peters VA Hospital 
Extended Care Unit- 1st Floor Dining 
Room, 130 West Kingsbridge Road, 
The Bronx.   
When:  Friday, February 16th at 
11:00 am 

YONKERS, NY -- The culture of 
the Dominican Republic will be 
celebrated by second grade students 
at Eugenio Maria de Hostos 
MicroSociety School during two 
special events in February. 
   On February 15, 2007 at 10:00 a.m., 
students will unveil a “Dominican 
Republic Culture Walk-Through 
Exhibit.” The exhibit features 
jewelry, clothing, pottery, and other 
objects capturing the essence of life 
on the island. 
   The second part of the celebration 
features a “Dominican Republic 

Dominican Republic 
Cultural Celebrations

Culture Celebration Show” on 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 at 
10:45 a.m.  Students will celebrate 
the culture of the Dominican 
Republic in song, dance, poetry and 
prose.  The show will culminate in 
a carnival celebration reminiscent 
of the former island of Hispaniola 
with students wearing colorful 
masks and dancing out of the 
school’s “Café Teatro” to the beat 
of Baile la calle. 
   Eugenio Maria de Hostos 
Microsociety School is located at 
75 Morris Street in Yonkers. 

HARTSDALE, NY and 
TARRYTOWN, NY -- Calling 
singles of Westchester and the 
entire tri-state area!  The Singles 
of All Ages program from Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown 
wants you!  Have fun and meet 
interesting people.  The group is 
always changing and new folks are 
always welcome.  Singles of All 
Ages offers a comfortable, fun way 
to meet people by participating in 
a variety of activities on different 
evenings and various places during 
each month:  a casual diner-style 
meal on Tuesday, a restaurant dinner 
Thursdays, and services followed 
by refreshments and a presentation 
and discussion on Fridays.
   Every Tuesday at 5:30pm come to 
a Dutch Treat Supper at Fountains 
Diner on Central Park Avenue in 
Hartsdale.  Enjoy a more intimate 
experience and a complete meal for 

Singles of All Ages
$16.00  the 3rd  Thursday of every 
month.  A reservation is required, 
so please call Miriam Friend at 914-
965-6525 to reserve a place.  And 
the last Friday of every month, at 
Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown, 
Singles of All Ages meets after the 
Friday evening services (which start 
at 8pm) to enjoy refreshments and 
to hear different speakers followed 
by an open forum.
   Upcoming speaks and topics 
include: February 23, Irwin 
Graulich, well known speaker and 
expert on controversial Jewish 
Issues will lead a discussion 
titled”Judaism and Feminism 
– Can they Co-Exist?”, March 30, 
Robert E. Miss will present a slide 
presentation on Long Term Care.  
April 27, Lot’s of Laughs from 
Professional Stand-Up Comedian 
Dale Grand who will present 
“Jokes from the Borscht Belt. 

ELMSFORD, NY -- Morry’s 
Campers, ages nine to 13, explored 
the connection between feeling 
good about themselves and helping 
others do their best. Through hands-
on games, high energy discussions, 
and group writing projects, campers 
addressed questions concerning 
self-esteem. The issue of bullying 
was also tackled. Elmsford campers 
engaged in thought-provoking 
activities and challenging, 
interactive games to discover how 
to feel good about themselves 
without putting others down.
   Unique in the camp world, 
Morry’s Camp, a nonprofit, 
youth development organization, 
continues to support its campers 
during the school year through 
meetings and activities that give each 
camper the necessary reinforcement 
of important lessons and values 
learned at camp. With the help of 
the Elmsford community, Morry’s 

Morry’s Campers Explore 
the Issues of Self-Esteem

Campers have the opportunity to 
realize their dreams and overcome 
obstacles.
   Established in 1996, Morry’s Camp 
continues the vision and values of 
Morry Stein, an icon in the camp 
world whose life was taken in the 
crash of American Eagle Flight 4184 
in 1994. Inspired by Morry’s dream 
to make summer camp available to 
all children regardless of economic 
status, Morry’s friends, colleagues, 
and family created Morry’s Camp. 
Each summer, over 300 children 
from New York and Connecticut 
leave their urban homes to enjoy 
camp adventures free-of-charge. 
Campers return for four consecutive 
summers, participate in year-round 
support programs and have the 
opportunity for an additional five-
year commitment to track their 
development and growth through 
high school and beyond. 
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TUCKAHOE, NY -- Visitors are 
invited to take a journey to the 
magical world of the Carnival of 
Venice, the Westchester Italian 
Cultural Center’s current exhibition 
running through March 3, 2007.  
Public viewing hours for this 
captivating display sure to please 
viewers of all ages are on Tuesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays between 
the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m., Mondays between the hours 
of 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., or by 
appointment.  
The exhibition celebrates the Italian 
pre-Lenten festival of fantasy with 
an enchanting display of elaborate 
costumes, extravagant masks, 
vibrant video footage and telling 
photographs.
The distinctive masks and costumes 
of familiar commedia dell’arte 
characters are featured in this 
nine-piece collection of dramatic 
Carnevale di Venezia celebration 
attire.  Well-known figures of the 
famous comic form of street theater 
including Pulcinella, Arlecchino, 
Pantalone and Columbina are 
represented in life-like style, 
emulating traditional stage poses 
and activity.  The opulence and 
splendor of dress reflects an aura 
of fantasy, and helps reinforce the 
premise that the wearer has been 

magically transformed from his or 
her true self.
An array of coverings that conceal 
the identity are presented in this 
display of authentic Carnevale 
masks, worn so that revelers can 
give themselves up to the festivities 
completely.  The work of the master 
craftsmen and made of various 
materials including paper mache 
and leather, they disguised the face 
and pull down the barriers of social 
standing.  Old can mix with young, 
nobles can enjoy the company of 
plebeians.  When you are behind 
the mask, you can be anything and 
anyone you want to be.
Anita Sanseverino’s vibrant and 
beautifully photographed essay of 
Venetian masks presents viewers 
with a visual perspective of the famed 
revelry and rituals of the Venetian 
Carnival.  With the breathtaking 
city that is Venice as her backdrop, 
her well-timed camera records 
many faces of mystery.  Lone 
figures that haunt, romantic couples 
that shout their closeness with 
coordinated ensembles, individuals 
who surrender to a united theme 
- all are among the thousands of 
free-spirited actors playing out their 
fantasy roles on the Carnevale stage.  
Her captured players silently depict 
why “a Carnevale ogni scherzo 
vale,” (anything goes at Carnival), 

unwittingly revealing what they’ve 
striven so hard to disguise.
According to Geoffrey Claroni, 
the Center’s director of programs, 
“Venetians in Mask: The Magic 
of Carnevale” captures the 
unique and creative spirit of the 
Carnival of Venice.  Its richness 
in historical, religious and social 
context is brought to life by the 
elegant costumes, opulent masks 
and elaborate display.  Each 
item resonates with the magic of 
the celebration, invoking in the 
viewer a sense of merriment and 
grandeur, enchanting those with 
visions of fantasy and what could 
be if they would only engage in the 
masquerade.
   A journey into the imagination 
and tour of discovery awaits those 
who enter the world of “Venetians 
in Mask.”  Experience the magic of 
Carnevale  and reveal the mysteries 
behind the pre-Lenten festival that 
bids “carnem levare,” “a farewell to 
meat.”  
The Westchester Italian Cultural 
Center is located in Tuckahoe, 
NY at One Generoso Pope Place, 
and the general information phone 
number is (914) 771-8700.  

For more information, visit 
www.wiccny.org. 

Venetians in Mask:
The Magic Of Carnevale

Multimedia Exhibition of Costumes, Masks, Video and Photographs

YONKERS,NY -- Yonkers, which 
is undergoing a significant “urban 
renaissance,” is also the sight of 
Interior Motives, an area-wide 
competition for interior designers.  
Three contestants will win the 
opportunity to fully design and 
furnish three spaces in the new 
Lofts at Metro92 luxury live/work 
spaces on the Hudson River in 
Yonkers and showcase their work 
during Yonkers Business Week, 
April 30 – May 7.
MetroPartnership, designers 
and builders of inspired spaces 
for working and living, today 
announced the challenge, which 
according to MetroPartnership 
spokesperson, Ken Dearden, is 

MAMARONECK, NY -- Russell 
Makowsky of Manhattan has been 
elected to a two-year term on the 
Board of Trustees of the Lifecare 
Community Services division 
(LCSD) of The Jewish Home 
and Hospital Lifecare System, 
headquartered in Manhattan.
   The LCSD is responsible for 
providing programs to older adults 
who need medical or personal 
assistance with daily living but 
want to remain at home.  Programs 
include: Adult Day Care, medical 
and social models, day, evening 

New Trustee Joins Community Services 
Division of Jewish Home and Hospital 

Lifecare System
and weekend sessions; and care 
for the visually impaired; Long 
Term Home Health Care; Home 
Assistance Personnel, Inc. (HAPY); 
Transportation; and Geriatric 
Outreach.
   Mr. Makowsky’s strong leadership 
and financial background includes 
20 years at Goldman Sachs, where 
he was most recently a managing 
director and co-head of the global 
Tax Department. He currently 
serves on the Board of Director 
s of the Pelotone Partners hedge 
funds and on the Board of Trustees 

of the Educational Alliance in New 
York City. He has over 24 years 
of experience in United States and 
international tax matters affecting 
the financial services industry.
   He is a graduate of the University 
of Michigan Law School, (JD 1981) 
and the University of Pennsylvania 
(BA 1978), where he majored in 
Political Economics and English 
Literature. He was admitted to the 
New York State Bar in 1982.  He 
lives in New York City with his 
wife, Melanie Katzman, and their 
children, Windom and Harper. 

Lofty Ambitions
Metro New York Designers Take on Yonkers Loft Design Challenge 

“to hone beautiful, challenging 
raw space into efficient, artfully 
designed homes.”  The apartments 
are 2-story lofts (approximately 
1200 square feet) in the up-and-
coming waterfront area of Yonkers.
The call to area designers has gone 
out through ASID, the American 
Society of Interior Designers, but 
any talented and creative designer 
can join the competition by visiting 
the MetroPartnership website at 
www.metro92.com.  Submitting 
designers will be selected based 
on their previous design efforts 
in projects sharing a similar 
sensibility.
Interested competitors have until 
February 24 to enter.  Three winners 

will be given a budget of $5,000 to 
design and furnish one loft each as 
either a “live/work,”  “live-only” 
or “work-only” space with judges 
seeking the most aesthetically 
clever approach.
Designers will have five weeks to 
complete their assignment at which 
time the lofts will be made available 
for the public to tour. 
MetroPartnership is a real estate 
development and property 
management company based 
in Yonkers, New York.  Their 
focus is building and managing 
“community-friendly” properties in 
urban areas.  

NEW YORK, NY -- Attorney 
General Andrew M. Cuomo 
last week announced 
that Raymond Bates, the owner of 
Bates Ambulette, a Port Chester, 
New York, taxi company, has agreed 
to reimburse $503,795 to the New 
York State Medicaid Program.  Bates 
Ambulette, which specializes 
in providing transportation to 
Medicaid recipients who attend day 
treatment programs in Westchester 
County, billed Medicaid for 
services that were not supported 
by documentation demonstrating 
that they had actually been 
provided.  Specifically, Mr. 
Bates agreed to repay Medicaid 
$372,772 for unsupported billings, 
together with $131,023 in interest. 
   The investigation conducted by 
the Attorney General’s Medicaid 
Fraud Control Unit revealed that 
from January 1, 1998 through 
January 1, 2003, Bates Ambulette 
repeatedly billed Medicaid for 

Port Chester Medical Transportation Company 
to Reimburse Medicaid $503,000

Recovery based on unsubstantiated billings
services for which it lacked 
required records establishing that 
the company actually transported 
Medicaid recipients.  To 
prevent and deter fraudulent 
billing, Medicaid requires its health 
care providers to document and 
retain records that establish the 
nature and extent of the services that 
they provide to Medicaid recipients. 
Under the law, Medicaid will not 
pay for services that are provided 
without this documentation.  While 
the Attorney General’s investigation 
revealed unsubstantiated billings, 
the investigation did not uncover 
evidence of fraudulent conduct, 
and Mr. Bates and his company 
cooperated with the investigation. 
   “This office will vigilantly protect 
the substantial investment New York 
taxpayers have made to provide high 
quality health care to the elderly and 
poor through Medicaid.” Cuomo 
said.  “Health care providers and 
contractors that fail to adequately 

document services they claim to 
provide will be called upon to repay 
the system, even where, as in this 
case, there was no evidence of 
fraud.  If fraud is to be prevented, 
the rules must be followed.” 
   As part of the settlement 
agreement, Bates Ambulette 
agreed to allow the New York State 
Department of Health to withhold 
a weekly portion of its Medicaid 
payments until the entire amount 
of the settlement, plus interest, 
is repaid by Bates Ambulette. 
   Special Assistant Attorney General 
Thom O’Hanlon of the Medicaid 
Fraud Control Unit’s Pearl River 
Regional Office prosecuted 
the case. Special Investigator 
Denis Johnston, Assistant Chief 
Auditor Investigator John Regan, 
Supervising Special Auditor 
Investigator Lora Pomponio, 
and Associate Special Auditor 
Investigator Melissa Stoebling 
assisted in the investigation.
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By the Editors of E/The 
Environmental Magazine 

 
Dear EarthTalk: Are the recent 
cyclones and droughts in Australia 
and elsewhere more evidence of 
global warming?                                                     
--Billy Hulkower, Los Angeles, CA 
   Scientists can’t blame individual 
storms or droughts on climate 
change, but many believe that 
human-induced global warming 
is increasing the severity and 
frequency of such weather 
“anomalies.” Indeed, on February 
2, 2007 scientists with the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) released a long-
awaited 21-page report confirming 
“with 90 percent certainty” that 
increases in man-made greenhouse 
gases since the mid-20th century 
are raising the planet’s temperature 
and destabilizing the climate. 
    Besides hurricanes like Katrina 
that have affected the northern 
hemisphere, a number of high-
impact tropical cyclones and 
typhoons have occurred around the 
world in just the last few years, with 
Australia’s mammoth Cyclone Larry 
topping the list in terms of intensity. 
That March 2006 storm battered 
the northern Queensland coast with 
180 mile-per-hour winds, causing 
hundreds of millions of dollars 

Earth Talk
Australia’s Cyclones and Droughts -- More Evidence of Global Warming?

in property damage and virtually 
wiping out Australia’s banana 
crop. Thanks to Australia’s top-
notch weather 
f o r e c a s t i n g 
and emergency 
preparedness , 
however, unlike 
Katrina, Larry 
claimed no 
human lives. 
    Meanwhile, 
higher global 
t e m p e r a t u r e s 
have at least 
worsened if 
not outright 
caused drought 
c o n d i t i o n s 
around the world, 
and Australia 
has been no 
exception. A 
2003 report by 
the Australia 
chapter of the 
World Wildlife 
Fund found 
global warming 
to be a key factor 
in the severity 
of the country’s 
2002 drought, 
one of four 
especially harsh droughts in just 
the last 50 years. The 2002 drought, 
which many scientists consider to 

be still in effect, was particularly 
memorable as Australians endured 
higher daytime temperatures than 

had ever been recorded during any 
March-November winter season. 
Besides causing countless bush 

fires in the Australian Outback, 
the drought has led to a significant 
drop in agricultural production, 

causing hundreds of millions 
of dollars in economic losses, 
according to government data. 

    An original 1997 signatory to the 
landmark Kyoto Protocol calling for 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions, 

A u s t r a l i a ’ s 
g o v e r n m e n t 
nevertheless has 
refused to ratify 
and adhere to 
the terms of the 
treaty. Prime 
Minister John 
Howard has 
taken a position 
similar to that of 
U.S. President 
George W. 
Bush, who 
considers the 
terms of Kyoto 
bad for industry. 
    But just because 
Australia hasn’t 
ratified Kyoto 
doesn’t mean it 
has refused to 
a c k n o w l e d g e 
the potential 
environmental 
impacts of 
global warming. 
The country has 
pledged $300 
million over 
three years to 

implement various strategies to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
It has also signed onto the Asia-

Pacific Partnership on Clean 
Development and Climate, an 
agreement with India, Japan, 
China, South Korea and the U.S. 
to develop technology that helps 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Whether such an agreement has 
enough teeth to take a bite out of 
global warming is anybody’s guess, 
but it and other endeavors to fight 
global warming will undoubtedly 
pick up momentum with the release 
of the landmark IPPC report. 
 
CONTACTS: 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, www.ipcc.ch; 
World Wildlife Fund Australia 
drought report, www.wwf.org.
au/publications/drought_report; 
Asia-Pacific Partnership on 
Clean Development and Climate, 
www.asiapacificpartnership.org. 
  
GOT AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUESTION? 
Send it to: 
EarthTalk, 
c/o E/The Environmental Magazine, 
P.O. Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; 
submit it at: 

www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/
thisweek/, 
or e-mail: 
earthtalk@emagazine.com.

“In addition to impacting the frequency and severity of weather events like hurricanes, higher global 
temperatures have at least worsened if not outright caused drought conditions around the world.” 

Image courtesy of “Getty Images.”

By Roger Witherspoon 

   Winter stubbornly refused to come 
to New England, and the weekend 
loomed with clear skies, a bright 
sun and 70-degree temperatures. 
It seemed an appropriate time to 
dive into a project slated for early 
spring: building a terraced garden 
in the back yard.
   It was easy to get to the 
neighborhood hardware store, 
located just a mile away at the end 
of a steep, winding road adjacent 
to the railroad tracks. And it took 
no time at all to pile 2,500 pounds 
of cut concrete blocks, gravel and 
soil at the curb. The question was 
how much of this could be piled 
into a compact, hybrid SUV – the 
Saturn Vue Green Line – and how 
well the relatively small vehicle 
could handle the load going up and 
around a winding roadway?
According to General Motors, the 
Vue should be able to handle a 
1,400-pound load without balking 
at hills or flipping over on sharp 
curves. I divided the cargo into 
roughly 800-pound loads, laid 
the rear seats down to expand the 
already ample cargo area, crossed 
my fingers and took off. There was 
no actual need to worry.
   The Vue is a true crossover, with 
a rigid chassis that is neither a 
stretched car frame nor the body of 
a heavy duty truck. It was designed 
to handle the midsized loads I was 
hauling and the combined gasoline 
engine and electric motor – if 
working correctly – would provide 
an extra boost when accelerating 
or taking off. In this case the Vue, 
which handles like a car, took off 

Shifting Gears
Hopping Around in a Hybrid: Viewing Life in the Saturn Vue

Roger Witherspoon is 
automotive columnist to the 

Dallas Examiner, Westchester 
Times Tribune, and Yonkers 

Tribune, among other media.

just as it had when empty, and easily 
rolled up the winding hill with no 
audible engine strain or strain on 
the steering. 
   Then, just to make sure, I 
turned around and drove the load 
back down the winding hill and 
found I did not have to fight the 
added weight to maintain control 
going around curves. In addition, 
the electric motor assists in the 
braking process, converting the 
heat normally generated by the 
brake pads into energy stored in the 
battery pack under the rear seat and 
cargo area. 
   In keeping with GM design chief 
Ed Welburn’s vision of a stylish 
Saturn line, the Vue is a sleek SUV 
with the flowing lines and curves 
you might expect to find on an 07 
sedan. But, as with all hybrids, 
there are tradeoffs between price 
and amenities.
   The Vue is not a full hybrid, in 
that the electric motor cannot drive 
the vehicle on its own battery 
power. Instead, it augments the 
performance of the gasoline engine, 
providing a boost in power whenever 
you accelerate by adding its torque 
to that of the170-horsepower, 
four-cylinder engine. In addition, 
whenever the car stops or your foot 
comes off the accelerator pedal, the 
gasoline engine shuts off and the 
electric motor takes over the car’s 
operating systems. As a result, the 
gasoline savings comes from not 
wasting fuel while idling at stop 
lights or coasting.
The economics of this system, 
however, show the savings are less 
than a buyer might expect from a 
Green vehicle. The savings from a 
partial hybrid like the Vue Green 
Line vary depending on one’s 
driving habits: motorists who are 
primarily on the highway are not 
going to save as much fuel as those 
idling in stop and go traffic or sitting 
for minutes at stop lights.
   GM estimates that the Vue hybrid 
gets 27 miles per gallon in city 
driving – five miles per gallon better 
than the standard Vue – at an extra 
cost or premium of $2,000 for the 
combined power system. The EPA 

estimates that the average motorist 
travels 15,000 miles annually. 
Taking that average, the Vue Green 
Line would use 555 gallons of gas 
annually, while the standard Vue 
would use about 682 gallons. 
    That increased fuel efficiency 
would save 127 gallons of gas 
annually – or about $381 each year 
at $3 per gallon of regular gas. 
Weekly fuel costs, therefore, would 
be about $7 less than they would 
with a regular Saturn Vue powered 
solely by a gasoline engine. At 
that rate of savings, it would take 
about five years and three months 
to recoup the $2,000 spent for the 
hybrid engine. 
   That is why Toyota promotes 
hybrids as performance enhancers 
rather than gasoline savers. The 
cost premium for a hybrid can be 
offset by reducing the amenities 
in the vehicle – buying cloth, 
manually operated seats instead of 
powered and heated leather ones, 
for example. 
   But one doesn’t have to settle 
for second rate when ordering a 
hybrid. The Vue Green Line, inside, 
was more than pleasant: it was 
almost elegant by the standards of 
a $23,000 compact SUV. The seats 
were manually operated in the test 
vehicle and could not be heated, 
but they were soft, supple, stitched 
leather and could be ridden in all 
day without back pain or the loss of 
circulation in the lower legs.
   There were thoughtful storage 
compartments in the Vue, including 
two small ones designed for cell 
phones, located in the center console 
and at the base of the dashboard’s 
control panel. There was adequate 
storage space, with a flat center 
console with a bin for storing 
CDs, cup holders and two clots for 
holding cell phones. In addition, 
there is a convenient storage slot 
to the left of the steering wheel, so 
the driver can conveniently store an 
electronic toll pass or other small, 
handy items. The vanity mirrors are 
large enough to be useful, though 
they are unlit, and the rear view 
mirror provides a compass heading 
and outside temperature.

   View screens on the Saturn’s Vue 
are easy to read, though the yellow 
on black is a throwback to the early 
era of computing when that was 
all that was available on the dark 
DOS screens. The Vue had AM/FM 
radio and a single disc CD and MP3 
player. But the sound was more 
than adequate with a rich bass that 
clamored for either serious jazz or a 
convenient block party. In addition, 
there are fingertip controls for the 
entertainment, cruise command and 
information systems on the leather, 
three-spoke steering wheel
   And like all GM cars, the Vue 
Green Line comes with OnStar, 
the built-in telephone and live 
concierge system.
If you make the investment in the 
Green Line, you have a comfortable, 
attractive car you can take 
anywhere in style while making an 
environmental statement and having 
lower, weekly operating costs. 
And that’s not a bad way to travel.  
 

2007 Saturn Vue Green Line 
Hybrid 

MSRP: $23,750
Hybrid Price Premium: $2,000
EPA Mileage:  27 MPG City  32 
MPG Highway
Hybrid Mileage Increase: 5 MPG 
Performance/ Safety: 
2.4-Liter, DOHC 4-cylinder 
aluminum engine producing 170 
horsepower and 162 pound-feet 
of torque; 4-speed automatic 
transmission; Hybrid battery 
and electric motor generator; 
regenerative braking system; front 
wheel drive; independent front 
and rear suspension; vented disc 
brakes with power assist; 16-inch 
alloy wheels; dual frontal airbags; 
daytime running lights. 
Interior/ Comfort: 
AM/FM stereo radio; CD and MP3 
player; OnStar communications 
system; fold flat rear seats; rear 
window washer/ wiper; leather 
steering wheel with fingertip audio 
controls.
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For your new computer, why settle for the same old Internet service? Especially

now that the fiber-optic power of Verizon FiOS Internet is here. It’s America’s 

top-rated Internet service.* And it’s got the speed you need to get the most 

from the Net. 

Go ahead. Stream video. Play games. Or check out your favorite blog. It’s easy

with our supercharged 20/5 Mbps package. And now, when you add unlimited

calling, you can save over $299 a year.** Plus, Home Voice Mail, Caller ID and Call

Waiting are included. So why keep your old cable connection? Make the switch 

to Verizon FiOS today.

Don’t let your computer go to waste. Switch to Verizon FiOS.

Call 1-866-309-4173 or visit verizonfios.com.

Verizon FiOS
internet | tv | games | sports | music | entertainment

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
*Please see Broadband Reports, www.broadbandreports.com/forum/remark,17591597.
**Limited-time promotional offer expires 4/24/07. $299 bundle price savings requires annual commitment and purchase of Verizon FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and Verizon Freedom EssentialsSM service. Discount based on the comparison of the bundle price of $64.99/mo. and list price combination of $49.99/mo. for the FiOS Internet 20/5 Mbps service and
$39.99/mo. Freedom Essentials service over 12 months. Prices may vary by location. Customer must be new to Verizon FiOS Internet and/or Freedom Essentials service. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Beginning month 13, bundle price will increase to sum of standard monthly service prices of Freedom Essentials and FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5
Mbps service.
Verizon FiOS Internet service is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum system 
requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. If service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99
equipment fee applies. Month-to-month packages are available. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh®

compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access, among other factors. Speed and
uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet service will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. With subscription to Verizon Freedom Essentials, you must retain Verizon as your local provider and Verizon Long Distance as your long distance provider. Verizon
Freedom Essentials plan includes domestic direct-dialed calls only. Billing name and address must be the same on all Verizon accounts for charges to be on one bill. Customers must be authorized to make changes to all accounts. Universal Service Fee, taxes and other charges apply. Tariffs apply to some services. Available only to residential customers in 
selected areas. Service not available in all areas or on all telephone lines and is subject to final confirmation of services by Verizon. Additional terms and conditions apply. Applicable taxes apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Valid through 4/24/07. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is
responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VOIP, or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VOIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with 
service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. DS-N0069-A

Save over

$299
a year on our 

20/5 Mbps Internet Service
and Unlimited Calling.**

And you still hooked it up to cable?

IT’S GOT ENOUGH
POWER TO MAKE
ANY TECHIE
JEALOUS.


